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PRESS RELEASE 

THE BROWARD MPO PARTNERS WITH STRANAHAN HIGH SCHOOL TO 
ENHANCE ENGINEERING SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL (May 8, 2014) – The Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(Broward MPO) has partnered with South Florida Commuter Services (SFCS), a program of the 

Florida Department of Transportation, and Stranahan High School’s Engineering Magnet 

Program to provide students with projects from the TRAC & RIDES Educational Program as 

well as the opportunity to participate in unique field trips this school year. The Stranahan 

Science/Pre-Engineering Program currently offers a state-of-the-art science and engineering 

facility to nearly 200 registered students, who meet high academic standards. The high school 

often seeks partnerships to enhance learning and offer hands-on experience that relates to the 

real world.    

Over the last few months, the students have enjoyed lessons in bridge building and motion from 

the TRAC & RIDES program. TRAC & RIDES is a hands-on, educational program of the 

American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials designed for use in science, 

math, and social science classes. This program engages middle and high school students in 

solving real-world engineering problems at a professional level. Stranahan students got to build 

a bridge as part of the Bridge Builder Module complete with 3D software as well as learn about 

motion detector photogates as part of the Motion and Transportation Engineering Module. The 

right to use the program comes courtesy of the Florida Department of Transportation to middle 

and high schools.  

In addition to the classroom training, Stranahan students were also given the opportunity to 

observe real life transportation projects happening in the field. In coordination with I-595, 
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Broward County, and SMART SunGuide, the students were able to take field trips to tour the I-

595 construction zones, the Fort Lauderdale Airport, and the SMART SunGuide Transportation 

Management Center (TMC). Being in the field at I-595 and the Fort Lauderdale Airport gave the 

students the opportunity to see civil and transportation engineering practices in action, while the 

TMC allowed the students a bird’s eye view of how traffic is managed in Broward County.  

 “In addition to providing an enhanced classroom experience for our students with TRAC & 

RIDES,” said Juan Formoso, Coordinator of the Stranahan Engineering Magnet Program, “the 

field trips gave students the opportunity to see projects that are impactful to our region and 

happening now. This partnership has introduced students to the work world of transportation 

and civil engineering and has inspired them to consider careers in those fields.”   

ABOUT BROWARD MPO 

The Broward MPO is a transportation policy-making board comprised of 19 voting members 

including representatives from the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority/Tri-Rail 

(SFRTA), the Broward County School Board, and three Broward County Commissioners. The 

Broward MPO works with the public, planning organizations, government agencies, elected 

officials, and community groups to develop transportation plans and promote economic vitality, 

protecting the environment, and enhancing quality of life. 

ABOUT SFCS 

South Florida Commuter Services is a program of the Florida Department of Transportation 

dedicated to encouraging commuters to carpool, vanpool, use mass transit, telecommute, walk 

or bike to work. The goal is to get more cars off our congested roadways and make commuting 

in South Florida better for everyone. In addition, we also work closely with employers to identify 

commuter issues, and provide support to relieve these issues.  
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